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We’re All In This Together
By Anita Hagins Jones, Co-President,  

East Cobb County Council of PTAs

Budget cuts, new curriculum standards, redrawn school 

board maps…there is a lot going on for our school commu-

nities to adapt to, process and implement this school year. 

That’s why the East Cobb County Council of PTAs (ECCC 

PTA) has chosen “We’re All in this Together” as its 2012-13 

theme. ECCC PTA (comprised of the 35 schools in the east-

ern part of Cobb County) recognizes and reminds all stake-

holders that they play a role in the success of our students 

and our schools. Our leadership team recommits itself to 

supporting all of our PTAs/PTSAs with the resources needed 

to assist their families, students, teachers and staffs during 

these challenging times. 

We are urging stakeholders to vote in the November 

general election. We all should play a role in choosing who 

will represent us at the local, state and national levels, par-

ticularly when public policy that impacts children is being 

considered.  We are continuing to communicate the “why” 

and “how” behind the implementation of the Common 

Core/Georgia Performance Standards. Together, we advo-

cate for our children. 

Many of you will have the opportunity to join your 

PTA during the first month of school. We encourage you 

to make this small investment in your children’s education 

experience; it will pay big dividends all year long! Family 

engagement begins with membership, but it doesn’t have 

to stop there. Now more than ever, our students will ben-

efit from family involvement – whether it is volunteering for 

center time in a kindergarten class, chaperoning a middle 

school band trip or learning about your high schooler’s 

math curriculum. Thirty plus years of research prove that 

there is a positive and convincing relationship between 

family involvement and student success, regardless of race/

ethnicity, class or parents’ level of education. Together, we 

are a presence in our children’s academic journey. 

Our PTAs also bring or support other activities in our 

schools like health fairs, anti-bullying awareness, arts 

programs, healthy lifestyle choices, and science nights. 

Together, we offer critical programming and many ways for 

traditional and non-traditional volunteers to be involved. 

So, come together and join thousands of other parents 

and teachers in East Cobb who choose to make a differ-

ence by being involved and engaged in their child’s educa-

tional journey. The PTA mission is to make every child’s poten-

tial a reality. Come be a part of this rich tradition. We truly 

are all in this together, and together…we are powerful. 

Anita Hagins Jones is Co-President of 

the  East Cobb County Council of PTAs. 

Anita lives in the Chastain Glenn subdivision 

with her husband, Lennie, and her 14-year-

old son, Colin Hagins, a rising freshman at 

Sprayberry High School.
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